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WOMEN’S SLEDGE HOCKEY OF CANADA

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE
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Sledge hockey originated during the 1960s when a 
group of trailblazing athletes at a rehabilitation centre 
in Stockholm, Sweden wanted to find a way to play 
adapted hockey. The sport quickly caught on due to its 
competitive nature and community-building potential, 
gaining popularity in Norway, Great Britain, Canada, 
Estonia and the USA. In this intense sport, players use 
customized double-blade sledges for maximum ma-
neuverability and performance. Players use two sticks 
with spike-ends for driving into the ice and pushing, 
while the opposite end has blade-ends for shooting 
and puck control. At the national level, sledge hock-
ey is played by athletes with physical disabilities af-
fecting their lower body, whereas club-level teams are 
composed of players of all ages and abilities.

WHAT IS 
SLEDGE HOCKEY?

SLEDGE HOCKEY 
IN THE PARALYMPICS
The sport’s debut at the 1994 Paralympic Winter 
Games in Lillehammer consisted of 5 teams and 
57 athletes. In the years following, the popularity 
of sledge hockey has spread widely across Europe, 
North America and Asia. Since there is not an official 
women’s sledge hockey event in the Paralympics, it 
is officially considered a mixed-gender event. How-
ever, at the 2006 Winter Paralympics in Torino, Italy, 
there was an enormous uproar when the Swedish na-
tional team included women on their roster. In fact, 
other countries threatened to boycott the tournament 
if women were allowed to participate. Although In-
ternational Paralympics Committee (IPC) rules were 
amended for the 2010 Paralympics in order to allow 
positions for women on team rosters, this is rarely ex-

ercised in practice. To date, no female players have 
ever played in the Paralympics. Thus, there is a legit-
imate need for elevating the profile of women’s sledge 
hockey as an officially recognized medal sport.

Currently, Women’s Sledge Hockey of Canada 
(WSHC) is building awareness and promoting the 
sport to increase female participation and prepare for 
the eventual inclusion of women’s sledge hockey at 
the Paralympics. It is the intention of WSHC to be 
aligned with the strategic goals of the IPC Ice Sledge 
Hockey Sport Technical Committee and engage in 
international development of the sport to promote 
high-calibre competition worldwide. Our goal is for 
women’s sledge hockey to be an official medal sport 
in the 2022 Paralympics, in Beijing, China.
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CALL TO ACTION
Women’s Sledge Hockey of Canada (WSHC) is look-
ing for sponsorship to support the Women’s National 
Sledge Hockey Team in all their endeavors as they rep-
resent Canada during international competitions and 
work towards their ultimate goal of being included in 
the winter Paralympic games. 

Every year, Women’s Sledge Hockey of Canada se-
lects the best female sledge hockey players in Can-
ada for the Women’s National Sledge Hockey Team. 
Athletes travel from across Canada to try out and to 
show their dedication to the sport over the course of 
one weekend. For those athletes who are selected, this 
is only the beginning of the hard work, sacrifice, and 
dedication required to represent their country. Ath-
letes who try-out are aware that they will not receive 
financial compensation (national carding) or coverage 
of their travel costs as they see their male counter-
parts on the Men’s Canadian National Sledge Hockey 
Team receive. And yet these women continue to show 
their excitement and aspire to be a part of the national 
program. The selected team trains year-round, partici-
pates in numerous national training camps, and com-
petes in several international sanctioned or exhibition 
tournaments while each athlete is attending school, 
training for other sports or working full time jobs. Often 
without even realizing it, these athletes serve as role 
models for everyone who gets the opportunity to watch 

them play but also for girls and women across Canada 
with disabilities who recognize that anything is pos-
sible even with a disability. Members of the Women’s 
National Sledge Hockey Team inspire young Canadian 
girls and women with disabilities to be involved in sport 
and physical activity for life and give them something 
to aspire to.

This national team is supported by an incredible 
volunteer support staff including coaches, managers, 
trainers, physiotherapists and massage therapists who 
ensure that the athletes are constantly pushing them-
selves to be world class athletes. The group demon-
strated this when they won a silver medal at the In-
ternational Paralympic Committee (IPC) sanctioned 
Women’s World Championships in 2014. In order to 
continue this program and to support this inspiring 
group of athletes to train, travel within Canada for 
training camps, and travel internationally for competi-
tions, we are asking for support from our communities.

With continued and increased support from dona-
tions and team sponsorship, we can ensure that our 
athletes have access to the best training opportunities 
allowing them to stay competitive with other national 
programs and continue to improve on their past suc-
cesses as a team. We wel come your contributions and 
are excited to share more about our program and our 
incredible group of athletes at your convenience.
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WOMEN’S SLEDGE HOCKEY OF CANADA
We are an organization incorporated under the Canada Not-for-Profit Corporations Act, composed of dedicated 
volunteers from across Canada. Together, we are committed to the growth and development of women’s sledge 
hockey as a premier international sport.

MISSION
To contribute to the health and wellbeing of girls and women with disabilities by providing opportunities to 
participate in the sport of sledge hockey from grassroots development to an elite level throughout Canada. 
Through sport, we aim to foster an environment and attitude that promotes inclusion, collaboration, teamwork, 
self-efficacy, and gender parity, while educating and empowering girls and women.

VISION
To enable Canadian girls and women with disabilities to achieve long-term participation and sporting excel-
lence in sledge hockey, with a sustainable national program

OUR CORE VALUES

TEAMWORK
Building relationships and working together to devel-
op the strengths and abilities of all individuals.

ENCOURAGEMENT
Believing in everyone’s abilities, recognizing the  
opportunity to improve, and supporting each other to 
reach new goals.

ACCESSIBILITY
Creating safe, welcoming, and inclusive environments, 
without barriers.

MENTORSHIP
Developing leaders through the sharing of knowl-
edge, skills, and abilities in order to foster growth 
and development.
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ENVIRONMENT
To enable females access to an environment where 
they make friends, learn how to play as part of a team, 
and get involved in competitive sport to contribute to 
their overall health and success throughout life.

EMPOWERMENT
To empower females with disabilities to participate in 
sports throughout life as part of the long-term player 
development model, promoting a healthy lifestyle on 
and off the ice.

TRAINING
To effectively deliver sledge hockey programs for  
females with disabilities, through skill development 
and knowledge translation.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
MEDIA 
To increase awareness and understanding of sledge 
hockey, while promoting healthy activities for females 
with disabilities.

SPORT STRUCTURE 
To ensure that competitive opportunities for female 
athletes with disabilities are available.

EDUCATION 
To provide coaches and volunteers with education 
and training opportunities specific to females with 
disabilities
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MOVING FORWARD
To help achieve our goals and fuel our continued 
growth, funding is essential. We are actively seeking 
corporate sponsorship and important stakeholders in 
sport and parasport to champion this initiative and as-
sist women with disabilities to achieve personal and 
athletic excellence.

In order to accomplish this, we must work to foster 
the growth of our athletes at every stage of the Long-
Term Player Development Model. This includes en-
hanced first contact and recruitment, development op-
portunities, quality training and certified coaches, and 
greater opportunities for women’s-only competition.

We aim to showcase women’s sledge hockey in Europe 
and Asia in the time leading up to the 2018 Paralym-
pic Games in Pyeongchang, South Korea. This will be 
done to build the international profile of the sport and 
work towards our goal of seeing women’s sledge hockey 
as a medal sport at the 2022 Paralympics.

OUR SUPPORTERS
Participation in WSHC ranges greatly, from players, 
coaches, team support, volunteers, family, friends, 
fans, and sponsors. The support and contributions 
of all parties continues to be a driving force in the  
development of women’s sledge hockey, as well as 
the growth of female players of all ages and abilities 
throughout Canada.
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GRASSROOTS

Try-It Events – to provide opportunities for females of 
all ages and abilities to experience sledge hockey for 
the first time.

Open Development Camps – to promote talent devel-
opment with high-level coaching and national team 
mentors for aspiring players and coaches. 

International Clinics & Workshops – to increase aware-
ness and provide opportunities for more countries to 
develop women’s sledge hockey teams.

TEAM CANADA

Annual National Selection Camp – the best female sledge hockey players from across the country will compete 
for a coveted spot on Team Canada for the upcoming season. 

National Training Camps – training includes both on- & off-ice sessions, team building activities and several 
exhibition games against local men’s teams to prepare Team Canada for international competition in the cur-
rent season.

International Paralympic Competition – tournaments or series played once or twice during a season to provide a 
platform for para-athletes to show their full potential and showcase their sport.

IPC Sanctioned Competitions – Canada hosted the inaugural IPC ISH International Women’s Cup in 2014, which 
was a significant step for the sport towards entry into the international games. Future events are anticipated 
every two years leading into the 2022 Paralympic Games to prepare for the inclusion of women’s sledge hockey 
as a medal sport.

EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
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Danica McPhee, current member of the Canadian Na-
tional Women’s Sledge Hockey team

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS 
& PARTNERSHIPS

Women’s Sledge Hockey of Canada continually wel-
comes corporate partners that align with our values. 
Working together, we can bring our mission to life 
by fostering a self-sustaining environment promoting 
inclusion, empowerment, and a platform for women 
of all abilities to achieve personal and sporting ex-
cellence. 

As a corporate partner, it will signal the values of 
your organization, enhance public image, and demon-
strate corporate social responsibility to employees 
and the community at large. All sponsorship funding 
is directly invested into the sport and used to manage 
and improve WSHC. We need generous individuals 
and companies like you to help us make these dreams 
come true for our great female athletes.

I LEFT THOSE TRYOUTS AS A PART OF TEAM CANADA, 
A VERY SMALL GROUP OF STRONG WOMEN IN THE 
WORLD WHO ARE MAKING HISTORY IN HOCKEY. WHILE 
THEY TRAILBLAZE THEIR WAY TO AFFILIATIONS WITH 
HOCKEY CANADA AND THE INTERNATIONAL PARALYM-
PIC COMMITTEE, I LEARN MORE ABOUT MYSELF AND 
MY DISABILITY EACH TIME WE ARE TOGETHER. MY 
FIRST TIME TRAVELING WITH A WHEELCHAIR THEY 
WERE BY MY SIDE, WE SHARE STORIES OF MEDICAL 
ADVICE AND HOW TO THRIVE AS A FEMALE IN A SPORT 
DOMINATED BY MEN.
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LEVEL OF SPONSORSHIP

EXPERIENCE SLEDGE HOCKEY FIRSTHAND WITH A CORPORATE 
SLEDGE HOCKEY GAME VERSUS MEMBERS OF THE CANADIAN 

WOMEN’S SLEDGE HOCKEY TEAM

HAVE A MEMBER OF THE CANADIAN WOMEN’S SLEDGE 
HOCKEY TEAM BE A SPEAKER AT YOUR NEXT CORPORATE EVENT 

(IE. CONFERENCE, AGM, ETC.)

NAMING RIGHTS FOR AN EVENT (IE. TITLE SPONSOR)

YOUR COMPANY LOGO ON TEAM APPAREL (IE. PRACTICE 
JERSEYS, TEAM JACKETS, WATER BOTTLES ETC.)

DISPLAY OF YOUR BANNER AT EVENT(S)

OPPORTUNITY TO INCLUDE PROMOTIONAL 
MATERIAL IN WELCOME BAGS

RECOGNITION ON ALL MARKETING MATERIAL FOR THE EVENT(S)

SPONSORSHIP RECOGNITION ON OUR SOCIAL 
MEDIA PLATFORMS

YOUR LOGO ON OUR WEBSITE SPONSORSHIP PAGE 
WITH A LINK TO YOUR WEBSITE

SIGNED AND FRAMED CANADIAN WOMEN’S SLEDGE HOCKEY 
TEAM PHOTO FOR YOU TO DISPLAY IN YOUR OFFICE

BRONZE SILVER GOLD
$2 500+ $5000 $10 000

OR
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TARA CHISHOLM
NATIONAL WOMEN’S SLEDGE HOCKEY TEAM, 
HEAD COACH

Hailing from Medicine Hat, the birthplace of Cana-
dian sledge hockey, Tara is recognized as one of the 
world’s most highly renowned sledge-specific female 
coaches. Having recently completed the IPC WoMen-
toring Program, she has met and collaborated with 
other female leaders in the international parasport 
community. Tara’s expertise is in high demand. She 
is a Coach Facilitator for Hockey Alberta and has led 
sledge clinics and workshops across Canada. As one 
of the world’s premier sledge coaches, Tara has devel-
oped some of the most dominant women in the game, 
and has passionately spearheaded the push for the in-
clusion of women’s sledge hockey in the Paralympics.

CHRISTINA PICTON
NATIONAL WOMEN’S SLEDGE HOCKEY TEAM, 
CAPTAIN 2014-PRESENT

Women’s Sledge Hockey of Canada is making my 
dream of becoming a national athlete in sledge hock-
ey a reality. For so long it seemed like the furthest a 
woman could get in this sport was to the provincial 
level, which isn’t even offered all across Canada. Our 
Women’s program doesn’t accept that and it’s push-
ing the boundaries, getting women’s sledge hockey 
recognized across Canada and even around the world. 
The dedication and passion the volunteers, coaches 
and athletes demonstrate amazes me and makes me 
confident that our program will only continue to grow 
and earn its deserved spot in the Paralympics.
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Thank you for taking the time to review our sponsor-
ship package. Women’s Sledge Hockey of Canada is 
committed to building lasting partnerships that en-
sure optimal and mutual benefit for both parties. Let 
us activate your sponsorship in a unique and innova-
tive way that will enhance your company image and 
customize it to your specific needs.

We encourage you to become a Corporate Champi-
on as a way to support the Paralympic dream of our 
female sledge hockey players.  We promise this will 
be a rewarding experience for you, your company, and 
your employees!

Thank you,
Janice Coulter
President, Women’s Sledge Hockey of Canada

EMAIL
president@canadianwomensledgehockey.com

PHONE
780-974-9416
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WEBSITE
http://www.canadianwomensledgehockey.com/

FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/CSHWT

TWITTER
https://twitter.com/@CSHWT

EMAIL
info@canadianwomensledgehockey.com

Women’s Sledge Hockey of Canada
8603-92A Avenue
Edmonton, AB
T6C 1S4


